THE -< 


PETITION 


Ofthe Gentrie, Miniſters, and Com. 


monalty of the County of 


Agtced upon at the Generall Aſſizes lalt holden 
for that County. 


The Copie of which Petition being delivered to Iudge 
Mallet (who was for that Circuit) and afterwards 
- tothe Earle of Br:{foll, : 


Which Petition being concealed from the Parliz- 
ment by the Earle of Brefto!!, and the ? 
| faid Judge Malter was for the ſame, 
both commitred ro the 
Tower, March 28, 
2043. 
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The Honorable Houſe of Commons 
 AſſrubledinP ARLIAMENT. 


TYhe Humble Petition of the Gentry , IMiniſtert, and Cong- 
monalty of the Connty of KENT, agracd wpor «as 1ht pow 
nerall Aſſizesof the Connty. | 


MfthamblhSHEFVFETH, 
H AT weecannot but take netice, how wel- 
l come to this Honorable Houſe, many Petiti- 
| ons have been, which yet came not from an 
Aſſembled body of any County ( as this doth ) we doe 
therefore hope to finde as gentle and favourable a re- 
cept ion ofthis, as ary other have found of their Peri- 


tions, our hearts witneſſing unto us,as good, peaceable, * 


and pious purpoſes as the beft. 


Theſe aro gar 1h the tru# and Ardomt de fires 
of this COFNTY EF, 


1. That you will be pleaſed to accept of our true and 
hearty thanks for rhoſe excellent Lawes ( which by 
His Maiefties grace and goodnefſe ) you have obtained 


for us. ; 
| A 2 2+ That 
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' 2: Thatall Lawes againſt Papiſts,be put in due exe« 
Eution, and an account taken of rhe:r dilarming , 'ahd 
that all Chilcren cf the Papiſts, may be broughc up in 
the reformed Religion. | = 
| 3+ That the Solemne Z:tzrgy of the Church of 
England ( Celebrous by the piety of the Biſhops atd 


Marrtyrs,who compoſed it) eſtab'iſh'd by the ſupream 


Lawes ofthi> Land, atteſted and approved by the beft 
pf al Forraigne Devines, confirmed by the ſubſcrip- 
tion of all the Miniſtery ofthis Land, A Clerg'e as a- 
bleand learned, as any of the Chriſtian world ere in- 
joyed, and with a holy love embraced by the moſt an4 
beſt of all the Laity, that this holy exerciſe of Religi- 
on may by your Authority be inioved quiet and free 
from inrerrupcions, ſcornes,prophorenefſe,threats and 
force of ſuch men,who daily doe deprave it , and neg- 
te the uſe of ir indivers Churches, in deſpight of the 
Lawe: eſtabliſhed. 5 

4. That Epiſccpill Government , as Antient-in 
this [land as Chriſtianity it ſelfe, deduced and difper- 
led throbghout the Chriſtian wor'd , even from. the 
Apoſtalicall ttmes,may beprelcrved.(25 the moſt pi- 


- @us,moſt prudenr,and moſt ſate Government ) for. the 


peace of the Church. 

5- Thar all differences concerning Religion and 
Cercmonies, mav be referred ro a lawfull, free, and 
Nat!ona'l Synod, as your Remonftrance promiſeth, 
tO a general! Synod of moſt grave, Ie:rned, pir us and 
Tuditions Divires ( the proper agents ) whoſe inte- 
refs, gifts, and calling*, mav qvicken them in. that 

at Worke. whoſe chovce ro be by all the Clerroe 
ofthe Land, becauſe all the C'crgie are to bee bun"d 


by 
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by their Refolurions, and'the deterniination of this 
' SyREd to bindus al, when your have firſt formed them: 
intoa Law; andthis we take tobe accosding to the an- 
tieatandtundamentall Law of this Lang, wo 
by Magus Charts, 7 
6. That ſome ſpeedy and good proviſion may be 
made(as by his Maietty hath beene,and is by all good 
men deſired)agane the odious & abomiiable ſcandall 
of ſchiſmaricat and ſedirious Sermons and Pamphlets, 
and ſome ſevere Law made againft Lay-men, for da- 
ring to arroZateto themſelves, and toexecute the holy 
fua&ion of the Miniftry, who (ſome of them) doe 
fowe their impious and di{contented Doctrine even 
ih $:cred places,by abnſc of Sacred Ordinance, tothe 
advancing of Hereſie, Schiſme, Profaneneffe, Libcr- 
tiniſme, Anabaptiſme;and 4thiiſme.. 
-:*Fhar i the coertixe power of Ecclefiaſticall 
C«.urts,by way of Excommunicattion be a!rcady abro- 
garcd, or ſhall be thought fit.ſo to bee ,. thar tere be 
fcme other power and authori:y ſpeedily cf:bliſhed, 
for ſuppreſſing the beynous, .and now. ſo much aboun- 
ding ſ1nne+ of Inceſt, adultery , and Eqrnicatton, and 
other crimes, and for recovering Ty! ties, repairing of 
Churches, Probate of Wills, Church affefles, provi- 
ding Bread and Wins for the Communion,and choice 
of Church: wardens,and other, Officers inthe Church, 
ardefpecially for.Minifter:, who' negle& the Cete- 


brating ofthe holy Communion,and rhe Pariſhioners 
% ” , 4 F s -”Y > % [ ( 


for not Receiving; .-/\. | 
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Tipe of kaned Gobi 
civi'! L-w. &(without which this kmgdom'c anngr Bi 


ſuffer manifalt#Inconxenrences) may nor find dscou- 
ragemeut”, and {0 divert their ſtugtes & Profeſions. 
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9, Thathonor andprofits, the powerfallencouragg: 
ments of induſtry, leartting,and Pietic, may be pretcr« 
ved without further diminetion tothe C.ergie. | 
Ig. That youpleile fadlyro conſider the bleeding 
"Wounds of out Brethrenin relazd, & with ſpecdy ſuc- 
cours, endeavour to preſerve them, whereuuto his Mas 
ieſtic hath promiſed a gracious concurrence. | 

11. That you pleaſe to frame an eſpeciall law for 

the Regulating ot the Hd e(it:a ofthis Kingdome, ſo 

that the Subic&t mayknow how at once to: obey beth 

His Maieſtic,and both Houſes ot Parliament , a Law 

whereby may be left tothe difcretion of Governors, as 

little as may be, but that the number of Armes and 
n 

at, 


what meaſure of puniſhment ſhall be inflicted 

the offendors, may be expreſly ſet downe in the 

and not 'eft to any Arbitrary power, and that accore 
dingtothe preſident of former lawes , the Offendors 
may not be tryed out of the County. a 

I 2. That the precious Libertic of the Subic ( the 

common birth-riglt of every Englih-man ) may be as 
inalltheſe points preſerved entire, fo in this .J{>, rhat 
no order of eitkerof both Houſes, not gruvuded on 
the Lawes of this Land, may be enforced on the Sub- 
ic,till it be fully enated by Par!iament. 

I 3. That His Maieftie: grac:ous Meſſzge of the 
.20.0f JaguaryJaft,forthe profenr and ſuture eſtab'iſh- 
ment of the Priviledges of Pariiamerr, and free enioy- 
ing of our eſtates and Forture', the libertie of ovr per- 
ſons, the ſccuritie of thetrue Religion profefſed, rhe 


maintaining of his Maieſties Iuſt and Regall authori- 
ty, the eſtabliſhing His Revenue , may be taken into 


n ſpeedy canfideration , the effeing whereof will - 
tisfie 
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eiſfie the deſires of all ns Mis Faithfull, and foving 
Cubiects. thy 

14+ That all poflible care may be taken, that the 
Native Commodities of this Kingdome , may have a 
quick vent, and that Cloathing, and other Manufa- 
Etures may be improved , wherein the livelyhood of 
many thouſands doe conſiſt, and that Trade may be 
ballanced, thar the importation doe not exceed the ex- 
portation, otherwiſe it will prove a conſumption of 
the Land. 

I 5. That you pleaſe ro frame ſome Lawes concern- 
ics Depopulations, Purveyances, Cart-taking, delayes 
in Luſtice,, Trafhcke, Fiſhing in the Coaſt , Fulling 
Earth, that our Sea rorts may be repayred, and our 
Magazines renewed. 

Ig. That you pleaſe to conſider the generall poverty 
that ſeemes to overgrow rh1s Kingdome. 

' 17. Laitly, We Lumb!'e beſcech you toc onſjder the 
ſad condirion, that we and the whole Land are in, if a 
good underftanding be not ſpeedily renued beryweene, 
his Maieftie and borh bouſes of Parliment. Our hopes 
are yet above our fegres, ſecure them we beſcech you, 
God direR and guide your conſultations for the remo- 
ving of all diſtruſts and Icalouſies, for the renuing that 
tye of confidence and truft, (which is the higheſt hap- 
pinefſe )betweene our gracious Prince, an his loving 
Subiets 
And jou ſhal have the dayly prajers of your bumble Orators of 


the Communalty of Kent. : I 
To m eet at Black-Heath rhe 2 9.of Aprill.by 9.oftFe 
Clock eat the furheſt,to accompanie this Petition i 
the Parliament.1642. | Ss 
- ; FINIS, 


